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1 . The request filed on February 3, 2006 for a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) is 
acceptable and a RCE has been established. An action on the RCE follows. 

2. Claims 2-8, 10, 14, and 23-25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

For examples: 

(1) claim 2, line 1, before "The apparatus" shows multiple antecedent basis (see claim 1, 
lines 1-2, line 18). Suggestion: before "apparatus", insert "moving picture data producing"; 

(2) claim 3, line 1, before "The apparatus" shows multiple antecedent basis (see claim 1, 
lines 1-2, line 18). Suggestion: before "apparatus", insert "moving picture data producing"; 

(3) claim 4, line 1, before "The apparatus" shows multiple antecedent basis (see claim 1, 
lines 1-2, line 18). Suggestion: before "apparatus", insert "moving picture data producing"; 

(4) claim 5, line 1, before "The apparatus" shows multiple antecedent basis (see claim 1, 
lines 1-2, line 18). Suggestion: before "apparatus", insert "moving picture data producing"; 

(5) claim 6, line 1, before "The apparatus" shows multiple antecedent basis (see claim 1, 
lines 1-2, line 18). Suggestion: before "apparatus", insert "moving picture data producing"; 

(6) claim 7, line 1, before "The apparatus" shows multiple antecedent basis (see claim 1, 
lines 1-2, line 18). Suggestion: before "apparatus", insert "moving picture data producing"; 

(7) claim 8, line 1, before "The apparatus" shows multiple antecedent basis (see claim 1, 
lines 1-2, line 18). Suggestion: before "apparatus", insert "moving picture data producing"; 

(8) claim 10, line 1, "The apparatus" shows multiple antecedent basis (see claim 9, lines 
1-2, lines 16-17). Suggestion: before "apparatus", insert "moving picture data producing"; 
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(9) claim 14, line 1, "The apparatus" shows multiple antecedent basis (see claim 12, lines 
1-2, line 4). Suggestion: before "apparatus", insert "moving picture coding"; 

(10) claim 14, line 5, "bit" should be deleted in order to provide proper antecedent basis 
for the same as specified at claim 12, line 13; 

(11) claim 23, line 4, "said inputted compressed moving picture data" shows no clear 
antecedent basis and therefore "said" should be deleted; 

(12) claim 24, line 20, before "compression", "said" should be properly inserted in order 
to provide proper antecedent basis for the same as specified at line 16; and 

(13) claim 24, line 4, "said bit rate correction means" shows no clear antecedent basis and 
therefore "said" should be deleted in order to provide proper antecedent basis for the same as 
specified at claim 24, line 27. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mead of record 
(5,708,473). 

Mead discloses a two stage video film compression method and system as shown in 
Figures 1-3, and the same system for changing the bit rate of compressed moving picture data as 
claimed in claim 2 1 , the system comprising the same moving picture data producing apparatus 
(i.e., 20 of Figure 2) including rate correction data producing means (i.e., 26, 28 of Figure 2 and 
see column 3, line 60 column 4, line 24, column 5, line 50 to column 7, line 15), compression 
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frame data means for adding the rate correction data to the compressed moving picture data to 
generate compression frame data (i.e., as provided by 22 of Figure 2, since the combined rate 
correction data generated by 26, 36, and compressed moving picture data generated by 30 is 
combined to be transmitted to recoder 28, see column 3, line 60 column 4, line 24, column 5, line 
50 to column 7, line 15), and output means (i.e., as generated by 22 of Figures 1 and 2) for 
outputting the compression frame data; and a moving picture coding apparatus (i.e., 28 of 
Figures 1 and 3) separate from the moving picture data producing apparatus, the coding 
apparatus including input means (i.e., see data, motion vectors and foot characteristics 
information as inputted in Figure 3) for inputting the compression frame data (i.e. motion vectors 
of Figure 3) output from the data producing apparatus, the input means also for inputting a 
desired bit rate (see column 4, lines 6-24, column 6, lines 51-63, column 7, lines 16-47), bit rate 
correction means for generating modified compressed moving picture data by using the 
information in the rate correction data for changing the bit rate of the compressed moving picture 
data to the desired bit rate (see column 4, lines 6-24, column 5, line 50 to column 7, line 15), and 
output means for outputting the modified compressed moving picture data for transmission to a 
user (see Figure 3 and column 6, line 51 to column 7, line 15). 

5. Claims 22 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

6. Claims 2-8, 10, 14, 24, and 25 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome 
the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 
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7. Claim 23 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. Claims 1, 9, and 12 are allowed. 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Hirabayashi discloses an image communication apparatus and method. 
Hamanaka discloses an image processing apparatus including an image data encoder 
having at least two scalability modes. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272-7333. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m, with 
alternate Fridays off 




